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The Duncan Mackenzie Place 
(Thomas Woodward Homestead} 
Province Line Road below Arneytown 
Upper Freehold Township* I.Ionmouth County, 
Hew Jersey 

Owner  (and occupant):   I>Ir*  and I;Irs.  Duncan Mackenzie 

Date   of Erection:     (1)   1733 and   (2)   about 1700 

Archi tec t;     Unknown 

Builders;   (1)  Thomas Woodv/ard  (d.   1773)  and   (2) 
his   son Thomas Y/oodward   (d.  1782) 

Present  Condition;   Original, well  restored and 
furnished 

Number of Stories: Two and one-half, garret and 
collar 

Materials  of  Construction: 
Foundation -  stone masonry 
Exterior walls  -  timber frame clapboarded 

in later unit;  brick in earlier unit 
Interior walls  - brick party wall and lath 

and plaster  on studding partitions 
Chimneys  - brick,  built centrally  on ridge 

line  of   later unit and in gable  end 
wall of   earlier unit 

Roof  - gable,  wood shingled 

Historical Data; 

The  identification of  this well preserved 
and carefully restored farmhouse   in  the  southwest 
corner  of Konmouth County as having been  originally 
the homestead  of  the family  of Woodv/ard  is   the 
result  of searches  of   its  title  through twenty-two 
transfers as  found recorded, in the  County and 
Province  archives,  and  is   reported as follows: 
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By deed of  7 February 1693/9,  William 
Dockwra  of  London,  by John Re Id. his attorney, 
conveyed for 380 pounds   to Anthony Woodward  of 
East Hew  Jersey a 2500 acre  tract  there  in 
Konmouth County,   describing it as bounded west 
by the  partition  line   of   the  then Provinces of 
Bast and Host Hew Jersey and  on ell  other  sides 
by  Crossv;icka  Creole,   and reciting  the patent  of 
10 Kay  16S8   of   the  same   to grantor(a>. 

Anthony Woodward*1   '   the  grantee above- 
said,   of Freehold Township, Honmouth County,   by 
his deed of  9 January 1718 conveyed  to  Thomas 
woodward "for natural  love  fox1 my  son,   and  the 
sum of  fifty pounds"  200  acres   of   land and meadow 
in Honmouth County,  "Part  and parcel  of   that grant 
of  land whereon  said Anthony Woodward now dwclleth", 
describing  it as  bounded  east l^j  land,  of  John Wood- 
ward,  north by  that of Anthony V/oodv/ard   (Jr.?), 

(a) Deed recorded in Liber G,   r>,   29,  AJ.H.J.   records; 
abstract  of deed  publ.   in H.J.~Archives XXI,   299 

(b) Anthony Woodward,  "o.   near Aslif ord,  Derbyshire,   1657, 
came  to L.I*   after  1682  and subsequently  to   jurlington 
County,  H.J.     JIo  married  at Chesterfield rri ends'  Hooting 
on the   14th  of  12 mo.   1G8G Hannah,   daughter  of Thomas 
PouJhes   of  Chesterfield Twp.  who  convoyed 200 acres 
there   to him by deed  of  22 Jan.   1688/9.     He was   of Notting- 
ham Tv/p,,   sane  Go,,   on 23  July  1697,  the date  of  a 
patent  for  £00  a.  on  the  Shrewsbury road and  the   so.   side 
of  Doctor's  Creek,  Hon.   Co.,   to him,  and by  7  -''eh.  1098/9 
he  had  removed  to freehold 'I'wp.   in  that  Co.     Ke was 
prominent in Chesterfield heating,  held  several tov/nship 
offices, v;as  a  member  of  the General Assembly  of WJast II,J. 
during   the   a-fmin.   of  Lord Cornbury,   and as  a   large land- 
owner was respected by the  Proprietors   of   the  two  Provinces, 
they stopping at his  house  en  travels  from Burlington  to 
Shrewsbury,     he  died  and was buried  on  16 March  1730.     by 
his wife Hannah Foulkes,  .^nthony Woodward had issue;   Mary 
b»   1-2O-1608,  d.   7-13-1688;  Thomas,   of whom further;   John, 
Anthony, William,  Joseph,   .-k.muel,  Elizabeth m.  9-13-1706 
John King;  Mary zn# .l.Ialtsby;  Clement and Sarah. 
(J.il.  Stillwell,  Hist,  and Geneal.  Miscellany,   1952,   V,417). 
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west by the Province  line and north by Blue Grass 
Run and. John Arney's  lands,   and  including "such 
Buildings  and Improvements as  is now made and stand- 
ing on the said granted and bargained promises  or 
any part thereof,   as the  same  is  now  in the  tenor 
and occupation  of  the  said Thomas  Woodward*" 
Subsequently,   in hi3 will dated 29 December 1718, 
proved 2S March 1730,  Anthony "Woodward of Freehold 
confirmed  the  above  granted .farm "To my son Thorn?.;.-. 
1/oodward,   two hundred acres   of  land wjaereonhe now 
dwells,"   and devised other property "^o^lai's wife ~~ 
Hannah and their other children,   John,  Anthony, 
William,   Joseph,  -Samuel,  Elisabeth King,  Kary Iv'Ialtsby, 
Clement and Sarable ;# 

Thomas2 Woodward  son,   grantee and devisee 
of Anthony Woodward as  abovesaid,   the   original  owner-;:- 
of the house bore   considered,   in his will dated 19 
July 1775  and proved 30 August following describes 
himself as   of Upper freehold -ownship,  luonmouth 
County,  and devises  to bis  son Thomas   the  plantation 
v;hero  be   lives,   in Upper freehold  and  in Hanover Town- 
ship,   also a hou.se and  lot bought from Joseph Wright 
and a  lot bought  from John Dickinson,   also  eedor swamp 
and pine   lands,  requiring him to  support his brother 
Esehiel during  lifetime   and bury him afterward*     Other 
bequests were  made   to the  children  of  his   son Joseph, 
deceased,  to daughters  Hannah Yfoodward, Deborah Wood, 
T.Iary wife-  of  Joseph Talman,  Ann Dobbins  and Margaret 
Reynolds^',    Evidently testator  was   living with his 
son Thomas, 

The  brick walled unit  of  the  house  thereby devised 
from father  to  son being  inscribed with date  1733 is 
obviously a  successor  or  addition to  that   in which the 
testator wi.s   living  in  1710 as  recorded above*     Possibly 
the  frame  annex  of about  1780 replaced that earlier house. 

(c) Abstract  of Will  is  publ.   in 1T*J.  Archives  XXIII,   523. 
(-::-)  Soe  stone  inscribed mVi\-       In uiyper end  of  front wall 

1763 ~ p 
of the brick unit.     These  Initials are  those  of  Thomas 
Woodward and wife 

(d) Abstract  of Will publ,   in K.J, Archives XXXIV,   398 
Increase» 
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Thomas2 Woodward^6'   of  Upper Freehold 
Township,   son and devisee  ox   the  paternal home' 
stead  In 1773 as  abovesaid,  devised  in  tur#,   hy 
his will dated 28 December 1701 and proved'21 
February 1782,   "To my son Abnor Woodward all  that 
plantation  situated  in Upper Freehold,  bounded by 
the  old Province  Line   on the West,   by Apollo:- Wood- 
ward  on  the north,  by a division  line which formerly 
divided  this   said Plantation from that v/hich was 
heretofore  John Woodward's  on  the East,,   and  Joseph 
Arney's  on  the  South,   containing   200 acres."     This 
is   obviously  the  same   original plantation conveyed 
to  testator's rather  In  1718 as  above described. 

Abner" Woodward  of Upper Freehold Town- 
ship  son and devisee   of   the ancestral estate   in 
1781 by  the will  of Thomas Woodward as   above  quoted 
devised "unto my  son Abner Woodward  the   residue  of 
ray homestead  farm"  by his will   of   22 April  1825, 
proved  25 September following. 

Abner*3 Woodward  Jr.   the   eon and devisee 
abovenamed was  residing  on the  farm  (then  in Plum- 
stead  Twp.,   Ocean. Co*,  -"• formerly Upper Freehold 
Twp.,  Hcnmouth County)  at  the  time   of his will,   15 
December 1358  (proved  0 April  186S)   in v/hich he 
authorized  his  executors   to sell ail his real estate* 

By  deed  of   1st April  1867,   the   said 
executors  conveyed to Dr.  Abnor Woodward,   of  Plum- 
stead Township,   "All  the  farm  or plantation,   lot   of 
cedar swamp and two  lots   of woodland situate  about a 
mile  northwardly from the Village  of Arneytcwn,   in 
the  Township  of  Plums tead-x,  containing  175,71 acres 

(e)  This Thomas Woodward  Jr.   evidently built  the   frame 
addition.     One  Thomas  Woodward was   questioned before 
the  Council  of Safety  on  21 hay 1777 in regard  to 
suspicious  conduct,  dissatisfaction to  the  American 
cause  and escape   from  the  guard at Ka^donfield.     Warrant 
for his   commitment was dated 6  Juno  1777.   (Stillwell, 
cited in  (b)  p«   418). 
-»-  Plums toad Tv;p.   in Mon.   Co.,   was  created  1845 from part 
of Jackson Twp, which v/rs  formed  1844  from parts   of Free- 
hold,  Upper Freehold,   and Dover and was   included  in  the 
part of Monmouth Co.  set  off as  Ocean Go.   1850.  Apparently 
part  of  Plumstead was  returned to Upper  Freehold Twp., 
Hon.  Co.,  before   1873,  as  these  deeds  indicate. 
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of land —«---—». Being the same tract of land 
and Promises conveyed by Abner Woodwaixl the elder 
by his vrill to his son Abner Woodward the younger♦" 
The consideration money was $20,701*14.  This deed 
is recorded in Ocean Comity* 

By deed of even date, this grantee, 
Abnor Woodward, &UD., and his wife Margaret, being 
of Plumstead Township and supposedly then occupying 
the house (here surveyed) sold the same lffarm, cedar 
swamp and two lots of woodland situated near1 the 
village of Arneytown" to Israel J. Woodward of the 
same township* for the sane money abovesaid. 

Israel J* Woodward of Upper Freehold Town- 
ship, who thus came into possession of the farm in 
1867, constituted his estate a common trust fund to 
be held by his executors and trustees for twenty 
years, by his will dated 28 November 1879 and proved 19 
December next, and ordered the propoi'ty conveyed to his 
children at the end of that period* 

Accordingly, Abner Woodward, John P* Hutchin- 
;on and budd b'. V/oodv/ard, all of Upper Freehold, the 

ifter the 

Three  of   these heirs  convoyed  to  the fourth, 
Abner Woodward  of Upper Freehold Township,   all their 
undivided  three-fourths  interest  in the  143*24 acre 
tract  in  that township,   by their deed  of even date 
with the  above, describing  tbe  property as  part of 
the  real  estate  of  Israel  J. Woodward deceased,  held 
in trust by the  terms   of his will, 

Abnor Woodward  the  grantee  of the homestead 
farm,   sold  the  came   to   Florence  II*   Reeves   of  Trenton 
on lot October  1906,  from whom it passed  to hb-rgaret 
Woodward   of  Cream Hidge*-,  Llonriouth County,   on same 
date.     The  last named,   with  her  husband Abner V/oodv/ard, 
I'.i.'D*,   of Upper Freehold Township,  conveyed  the   same   to 

-::-A hamlet  lying eastward   of  the  farm here  considered. 
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Anna May Pemberton De Cou  of KaddonfieId,   on 30 
December 1915,   and she with her husband,  Clayton 
L. Be  COU,   sold  it  to Frederick 5*   Kyers  of  Toms 
River  on 24 February  1922,    He being of IJorristown 
passed  the farm "back  to  Clayton L.  Do  Cou on  10 
July 1924,  from v/hom it went  to Avory .,!.  Tlce and 
wife,   of Upper Freehold,   on 14 February  1927*     Tiee 
and wife  conveyed it  to  Clayton L«  De Cou and wife 
prisoella,   of Uaddonfield,  on  10 January 1928, 
whence   it passed  to Sarah  C.  Plutchiiison  of North 
Plainfleld  14 January 1928,   to Lena  Pontani and.   others 
25 October  1930,   and finally to Marion B#  Cromwell of 
Trenton 20 August 1931,   who  renxcined as   owner at   the 
time  of  our survey of  the  house,  having married Ur* 
Duncan  Itachenzie. 

3ibli oprraphy: 

Report  on search of   title .in the  Land and 
Probate records   of Jlonmouth and  Ocean Counties 
by Forrest IT* Hargrove,   abstractor,  and  in 
those   of  the Provincial Secretary   (now 
deposited with the Secretary  of State)  by 
Oscar F.  Benjamin,   research editor,   received 
4 Ar>ril  1940 
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